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Seksjon 1

1 OPPGAVE

EN-104 18/12-2015
Course code: EN-104
Course name: INTRODUCTION TO AMERICAN LITERATURE AND CULTURE
Date:
18.12.2015
Duration:
Four (4) hour exam
Resources allowed:
You may use an English / English dictionary or thesaurus.
Notes:
Please, be sure to clearly indicate which of the essay assignments you are doing.
-----------------------------
Sometimes professors ask for exam answers that can be used for teaching purposes, but in order
for this to take place, the university needs your consent.
Do you grant the University of Agder permission to use your exam answer for teaching purposes?

Yes
No

2 OPPGAVE

EN-104 18/12-2015 Exam questions
Instructions: Write an essay in response to one (1) of the three (3) topics below. You must
clearly indicate which to the topics you are writing about; you may also provide a title for
your essay, if you wish.
Topic A:
Narrative Voice, Realism and  Modernism
Many of the important novels, short stories, and plays in the literature of the United States are
considered as Realist fiction. However, a great many of them also contain some characteristics of
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Modernism. Discuss in detail at least two Twentieth Century works that have Modernist
characteristics. Be sure to define Realism and Modernism and do be specific in explaining which
traits you believe demonstrate a shift toward Modernism.
Topic B:
Women’s voices and language.
Sarah Orne Jewett's “The White Heron,” Leslie Marmon Silko's “Lullaby,” and Gloria Anzaldúa’s
“How to Tame a Wild Tongue” have all focused on either a regional and / or ethnic identity to a
certain degree. In your essay, discuss at least two (2) of the above-mentioned stories. How do they
illustrate the region they come from and / or the ethnicity to which they belong in their respective
short stories? To what degree is autobiographical detail relevant in their respective works? How is
language a factor? Conclude by stating why you believe this kind of writing is-or is not-important
for America today.
Topic C:
Yunior, the primary narrator in The Brief Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao, digs deeply into the Oscar’s
family’s past to tell his story. This story also requires Díaz to present broader cultural (including
popular culture), historical and political references and insights that contribute to the reader’s
understanding of Oscar, “America,” and “the Americas.” Write an essay that discusses Junot
Díaz’s emphasis on history, family history, and contemporary culture to tell the story. Do you
believe it is successful? Why or why not? Feel free to integrate other course syllabus texts into
your response.

Write your answer here:
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